
 

 

Hosting Cognitive Pistol 

Thanks for your interest in hosting Cognitive Pistol (CP).  CP is a unique course that focuses on 
making decisions with the pistol in your hands.  The purpose of the course is to test your ability to 
use the pistol while under increasing levels of stress and cognitive load.  Modules include making 
multiple decisions at the speed of fight, working from visual start signals, learning to move safely 
around others, and learning effective shot placement in a three-dimensional world.   

To accomplish this, a variety of conventional and specialized equipment is used.  This equipment 
requires approximately 1.5-2.0 hours to setup and about 1.5 hours to disassemble and pack.  To 
successfully host CP, the range must have certain attributes, some are absolutely mandatory and 
some are options but highly useful.   

Mandatory Requirements 

• Secure, lockable range.  Due to setup times, it is necessary to assemble the equipment prior 
to class.  The range must allow the equipment to be safely left out overnight. 

• Wide range bay.  CP runs best when a main shooting area and supplemental areas are setup in 
close proximity to each other.  For the one-day version of CP, a range at least 50 feet wide is 
needed.  For the two-day version of CP, a range of approximately 75 feet width is needed.  
Alternatively, two range bays located close to one another can be used. 

• Range rules that allow “high ready.”  Some ranges prohibit high ready positions (where the 
muzzle is oriented up approximately 45 degrees).  CP requires a range that allows both high and 
low ready positions to allow the teaching of safe movement around non-threats. 

Strongly Recommended 

• Vehicle access to the range.  Setup for CP works best when the truck hauling the equipment 
can be driven on to the range.  If vehicle access to the range is not possible, people to assist 
with the unloading  and moving of targetry is needed.    

• Parking on the Range.  The truck needs to be able to stay on the range in order to power 
portable air compressors.  If air compressors are available at range, the truck can drop off 
equipment and be parked elsewhere. 

• Access to restrooms.   At least, one (and ideally two) clean, working restrooms are needed for 
student convenience. 

• Appropriate Weather Cover.  Depending on local conditions,  shade for hot weather or a warm 
area during cold conditions are needed to keep students safe and provide an appropriate 
learning environment. 

• Appropriate Hydration.  Depending on expected weather, the host should provide cooled 
drinking water when the temperature is expected to exceed 80 degrees (F). 


