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"A government
that intended to
protect the
liberty of the
people would
not disarm them.
A government
planning the
opposite most
certainly and
logically would
disarm them.

COMBATIVE PISTOL |
CARROLTON, GA

We have a Combative Pistol Course coming up
on July 15-16, 2006, at the Little River Gun Club
near Carrolton, GA. This is somewhat between
Birmingham, AL and Atlanta, GA. There are still a few
spaces left in this class.

And so it has
been in this
century. Check
out the history of
Germany, the
Soviet Union,
Cuba, China
and Cambodia."

—Charlie Reese,
syndicated columnist
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Introduction to Handguns

Rangemaster offers a three-hour Introduction to Handguns
Course at various times. This is a perfect course for spouses
or older children of people who carry guns for self defense, or
for those who simply want to learn to correctly and safely use a
handgun but don’t want an eight-hour permit course. Cost is
only $49.00, which includes ammunition and hand-out materi-
als.
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Combative Pistol I, Memphis, at Rangemaster

We will be conducting a Combative Pistol Course on Sat-Sun,
August 26-27, 2006, at Rangemaster. This is an intensive
weekend course, involving about 1,000 rounds in both day-
light and dim light conditions. One advantage of taking the
class here is air conditioning on our range, which might come
in very handy in August! Call 901-370-5600 to register.
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There were panel discussions in the evening in a large meeting room. This panel consists of
(left to right): John Hearne and Tom Givens, Rangemaster; Steve Silverman, FR&I; James
Yeager, Tactical Response; and John Farnam, DTI.

National Tactical Invitational, NTI XVI

Each year the American Tactical Shooting Association (ATSA) hosts the National Tactical In-
vitational (NTI) at the West Shore Sportsmens Association just outside Harrisburg, Pennsyl-
vania. This is one of the most important events each year for serious practitioners of the de-
fensive arts. This year participants fired six live-fire scenarios and spent time in ATSA Village,
working through a series of scenarios with live role players. The exercises in the Village are
conducted with Simunitions, against very experienced and well trained role players. All but
one of the live fire scenarios took place in shoot houses, in both daylight and darkness. Good
stuff! Back at the hotel, a number of nationally recognized trainers conducted seminars in the
daytime and again in the evenings, all week.

For details about the NTI, please visit their web site at www.teddytactical.com . The 2007
event will take place on May 29-June 2, 2007. Several Rangemaster staffers attend each
year, and we’ll be back in 2007. The following comments were written by Rangemaster In-
structor John Hearne, and pertain to the 2006 event from which we just returned.
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NTI Impressions

Shooting is a crucial skill but it is not the most important. The ability to read a situation and
make an acceptable decision is even more important. Few of us get enough practice
making these decisions and the NTI is probably the best venue for gaining that skill with-
out risk of death and dismemberment.

The only way you can clear your mind to think about the situation is to have your gunhan-
dling and marksmanship ingrained at the reflexive level. If you have to think about run-
ning your gun, you can’t think about solving the problem.

For this reason, mastery of the basics is essential. Mastering the basics is not hard work
like digging ditches. However, it does require a significant time commitment and is not
particularly glamorous or as sexy as “super tactical combative ninja” classes.

Situational awareness is a critical component of proper decision making. Knowing “who’s
around me and what are they doing” will keep you ahead of most problems.

As a situation develops your situational awareness needs will change. While “who’s around
me and what are they doing” will solve most of your problems, there will come a time
when you must add questions like “where is cover, do | have an available escape route,
etc.”

Trust your feelings. If you look at someone and you say to yourself “that man intends to
hurt/rob/kill me” don’t rationalize that feeling. (It also helps if you see “that man” holding
a double barrel shotgun.)

When you are working house clearing problems, you need to look as “deep” as you can. If a
doorway exposes multiple rooms, you will need to check into as many rooms as you can
see for as far as you can see.

When searching a structure, you must look for clues of a threat, not an entire threat. Notic-
ing a shoe, a sleeve, or weapon allows you to focus on a problem area early and “ramp
up” for appropriate action.

Not all shooting is at extremely close range. In the civil unrest scenario of this year, the lack
of a long gun required long pistol shots. Your obligation to shoot well does not stop at 7
yards. You must know how your pistol and your ammunition work out to 100 yards.

A passing familiarity with a variety of weapon systems, (pistols, shotgun, and rifles) is also a
good skill to possess.

Generally, time equals distance and distance equals time. In a complex problem, if you can
pause for a second or two and take in the entire situation you can gather a much fuller
picture of the situation.

Shooting a large number of rounds without hits doesn’t help. Sometimes, slowing down and
seeking composure may be the only solution.

Training on realistic targets is crucial. Dedicated opponents take multiple good rounds deliv-
ered to a relatively small area to neutralize. The corollary to that is that bigger, heavier
bullets deliver more violence per trigger pull — making them more efficient fight stoppers.

The NTI attracts some very unique people with backgrounds more extensive than your own.
It is an excellent venue to meet and learn from others who are a wealth of knowledge.
Conversations with people who have truly “been there, done that” and triumphed are as
useful as the actual range exercises.
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Tom Givens, James Yeager, and
John Hearne at the NT1 in
Harrisburg, PA.
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Annual Three-Day
Firearms Instructor
Development Course

Our annual instructor course will be con-
ducted on August 4-6, 2006, Friday
through Sunday. This is an intensive
course, with both classroom and range in-
struction. Graduates become State Certi-
fied Handgun Instructors in Tennessee. All
ammunition is provided, along with a huge
reference manual and all study materials.
Cost is $399.00. Students learn to operate
and shoot a wide variety of handguns and
learn to instruct and coach others. Even if
you have no desire to teach, there is no
better way to learn a lot about current de-
fensive shooting technique and “why” we
do “what” we do.




